




Vasil Ivanov Kunchev was born on 18th July 1837 in Karlovo 
in the family of Ivan and Gina Kunchevi.  

He studied at the mutual training school in Karlovo. 

His Early Years 



 In 1851 his father died. 

 In 1858 he became monk himself under the name Ignatiy. 

 In 1861 he left the monastery and went to Belgrade. 

He started his revolutionary path. 



He earned his nickname Levski 

while he was in the First 

Bulgarian Legion. Once while 

Karavelov was observing how his 

fellows jumped over obstacles and 

ditches, Vasil made an amazing 

leap. Karavelov could not resist 

and praised him:       

 - Excellent, hero! That was a 

leonine leap! 

Earning his nickname Levski 



• As a standard-bearer of a revolutionary detachment led by Panayot Hitov, 
Levski passed across Bulgaria. 

• He was a teacher in the village of Voinyagovo and later in the village of 
Enikyoi in North Dobrudzha. 

• He joined the Second Bulgarian Legion. 

A group of legionnaires of the Second Bulgarian Legion, Belgrade 1867 

Levski is in the first row,  the third from left to right. 

Activity 



 

The First Tour 



After a two-month stay in Romania on 1st May 1869 the Apostle 

started his second tour.  

Levski founded the Internal Revolutionary Orgnisation. He 

established committees in key towns and cities- Pleven, Lovech, 

Troyan, Karlovo, Kalofer, Kazanlak, Plovdiv, Sopot, Chirpan 

etc. During the second half of August he went back to Romania. 

The Second Tour 



Returning back in the Romanian capital, Levski and Karavelov 

participated in the establishing of BRCC. Levski tried to 

convince the immigration that the center of the preparation of 

the forthcoming uprising must be transferred inside. The 

Bulgarians had to rely on their own strengths rather than 

external assistance. 



On 27th  May 1870 Levski returned to Bulgaria. He chose Lovech 

for the headquarters of the Internal Revolutionary Orgnisation. The 

committee in this town was accepted as the central one.   



Within a couple of years 

Levski created a thick 

network of revolutionary 

organisation which had one 

purpose- to prepare the 

Bulgarian people for the tug 

of war with the Ottoman 

authorities.  



 

„We will have a flag that says “Holy and Pure Republic “  
 

Vasil Levski 



At night on 26th December 1872 he was captured at the inn in the 

village of Kakrina. From Kakrina he was taken back to Lovech, then 

to Tarnovo and last transferred to Sofia where a special Ottoman 

court interrogated him.  

The Capture and Death of Levski 



The Apostle built his defense on the foundations of the rights of 

Christians according to the Hatti Humayun and insisted he was acting 

on his own.  

Vasil Levski on the trial 



Vasil Levski was sentenced to death and was hanged on 6th (18th ) 

February 1873 in Sofia. 

The Path to Immortality 



Weep! There, near the edge of Sofia town 

Stretches – I saw it – a dismal gallows 

And one of your sons, Bulgaria 

Hangs from it with a terrible power. ! 

 

Hristo Botev 



And even today no one knows where the Levski’s grave. 

is. 

He came to this world to lead us to fight. Hanged he was, but never died… 



Gina Karaivanova Kuncheva (his 

mother) uttered not a single tear on 

his dead son in front of the people. 

And when long after that someone 

asked her why not distribute wheat 

for the soul of the deceased, this 

great mother responded: "Wheat is 

distributed only for dead. And Vasil 

will live forever ... " 

 

And he lives ... and he will live as 

long as Bulgarian people live on 

this earth! 



„It’s deed we need, not words...“ 

 

«I devoted myself to my country...» 

 

«If I win- I win for all our people, if I 

lose- I lose only myself.» 

 

«Time is in us and we are in time. It 

changes us and we change it.» 

 

«We have to arrange our domestic 

affairs first.» 



In modern Bulgaria the personality of Vasil Levski is seen as a 

national hero who gave the most vivid example of self-sacrifice in 

the name of his homeland.  

There are 150 monuments of the Apostle. 131 of them are in 

Bulgaria and 19 are abroad. 
 

Karlovo 

Lovech 

Kardzhali 

Paris 



There are three museums dedicated to Vasil Levski.  

•These are: Museum „Vasil Levski”(Lovech), Kakrina Inn and the 

National Museum „Vasil Levski“ (Karlovo).  

•As a museum collection was formed the cell in which he often 

stayed in the Troyan Monastery.  





 



In 2007 through a national television survey of BNT Levski 

was chosen for number one in the list of the greatest 

Bulgarians of all time. 
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